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eligible for nursing home coverage so long as their monthly nursing home
costs equal or exceed their monthly income. See STEP | of the eligibility
process in MA 904-1.
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After a nursing home resident has been determined eligible for nursing
home coverage as either categorically or medically needy, the amount the
client is responsible to apply toward the cost of care must be calculated in
STEP Il of the eligibility process. See MA 904-1 through 904-3.

> INDIVIDUAL The resource standard for an unmarried institutionalized individual is
RESOURCE $2,000.

STANDARD

COMMUNITY When completing a couple's resource assessment, the community spouse

SPOUSE RESOURCE resource maintenance allowance (CSRMA) is the greater of:
MAINTENANCE
ALLOWANCE 1. One-half (not to exceed $99,540) the couple's combined countable
resources;
2. Montana's resource maintenance allowance of $19,908;
3. An amount designated by hearings officer; or

4. An amount which has been court ordered.

» CATEGORICALLY The monthly categorically needy income standard for an institutionalized
NEEDY INCOME individual is $30.

STANDARD

MEDICALLY The monthly medically needy income level (MNIL) is $525, effective
NEEDY INCOME 07/01/2001.

STANDARD
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COMMUNITY When computing the amount of monthly income the nursing home spouse
SPOUSE INCOME must apply toward the cost of care (STEP Il), the community spouse's
MAINTENANCE income maintenance allowance is the lesser of:
ALLOWANCE

1. $2,488.50 less the community spouse's own gross monthly income;

or

2. A combination of:

> a. Shelter expenses for the couple's principal residence which

exceed the basic allowance of $TBD; plus
> b. The basic needs standard of $TBA; less
C. The community spouse's own gross income.
See the '900' section in this manual for further information.
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